meeting of the State Legislature

\ssembly closes loopholes
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By STUART MARQUES -+ sexual consent from 16 to 13. Bills to correct those'things .
g ) ‘ o b g " were quickly introduced, but Byrne favored a giant bill. ¢
- The Legislature put its final seal of .approval on a: coveringall the areas. Hefeay BN,
' bill revising the state's proposed criminal code yester- * “Hopefully, this. ends things -for -a while,” said :.
.__,._;q;_ay,,and Gov. Brendan Byrne is expected tosign it spon. *  Assemblyman Martin Herman (D-Salem), a chief'spon- - .
7% In a'46-25 vole, the Assembly passed the measure  sor of the code and the subsequent cleanup bill =2 &7 v 1o i
" designed to close loopholes in the penal code, which will -~ “But Idon’t know that the penal code will everbeall ‘, ey
- takeeffectSept.1. , - - " over,” he said. “We'hdve, an ‘obligation"(o' ontinually = * . |
o'+ Among other things, the bill keeps the age of sexual 7 review all the legislation-we pass and ‘chdngé'thifgs as ' . 2

3.
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' ‘consent at 16, retains Sunday closing laws and, for the |~ wegoalong> « & . CULD e YR TR 2 6
.« first time, allows Frosecqlors lo appeal certain sen-" . ‘Assemblyman Walggr{Kér'n'(R-BE:géh)'-iriecl_';lo. getX!."
. tences when they believe a judge was loo lenient. ~1 ' lower house to agree o ithpoge'a25-yéarmandatory - B

- But lawmakers defeated a proposal that would have ;  sentence without parole op anyoiie convictéd'gf futder.: .«
jailed anyone convicted of murder for at least 25 years’, ' Kern held- up-a newspaper story dbout"a man who
without parole. : - . spent 18 years'in a NewiJersey,state prison;onlyito be

Joseph Santangelo, chief spokesman for Byrne, said Y soughtfor.yel another killing afier he gotqub. =+ ' & . %
the Governor is expectad to sign the bill “sometime be- “Tough laws are essential ‘if-we're going to keep/:
fore the code takes effect. these people off the street‘and prevent them'from'com= .-

dis s T e 06 o (o y mitting another murder,” Kern said. But Kern's proposal
' ... Final passage of the so-called cleanup bill ends ~ Jost, 85-32. - o e wmvai 1A Lo
= oatveaiy e ol balaraes G

nearly a year of wrangling over the loopholes, omissions - - : o Tk
“and oversights that plagued the 212-page crime code. : . 'The vote on the entire bill was tense-and*lasted

. . The code sets new sentencing guidelines, revamps -~ through several roll calls as legislators held off for.vari
. most crime categories, liberalizes some sex laws and  ousreasons. . vt T R
| -omits many “social crimes,” such as consensual.sex be- | - The key vote came [rom Assemblyman" Franci

- tween adults — even homosexuals. L, L McManimon (D-Mercer), who had agreed to.vote for the
: “Byrne signed the code into law last August, with the - bill only if it needed hisballot to pass. - .. TR ARl ik
;+ proviso that it not take effect for 13 months. That period . “I'didn’t want to hold the thing up because there are "
* wasto be used to clean up the code’s defects.” = ¢ some good points in it," he said. His main opposition was.:
b, ~Even, before Byrne signed the code, some defects - to a.section of the crime code allowing towns {o'create
'were found. The Legislature had inadvertently repealed ; = sexual “‘combat zones' where C-raled movies.and-livi
. .the Sunday closing laws and the statutes governing abor- , - sex shows would be legal, he said. .y, 1 iy,aay.rgaiong i
~tionregulations. .~ . - e g g “ was hoping we'd straighten-that out inthi

but it wasn't in the cards,” he said. “I still Pl,ay: to fi
get the combat zones knocked out, though.™, ...
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' “Later, lawmakers found the code lowered the age of -




